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o the chase ean cnmgaro,
v the pleasure it ylelds,
1law 1 how refreshiing that air,
HL aled B the woods and the felds,

v« e sl on the trall, new ,-'-E‘l‘tloﬂ appear,
“\ow landscapes encounter the eye,
o Handels sweet musie more sleases the ear

[tan that of the hounds I full ery.”

. opeular that fox-hunting has not
tional pastime. In Great Bri-
port par excellence ot the gen-
no establishment is complete
ot the kennel.  Any one who has ever
. 4 jox-hunt will never forget the
1oaure and intense excitewent of
it has all dash of the steeple-race
its ereat danger; besides, it is an
+ social sport, and tends more
ine olse to bring people together
jitv, 1t is the most manly exer-
worlid.,  All the poets have em-
i the subjeet with the charm of their
«Vireil makes his young Ascanius
w1 as soon a8 he is able to sit his

a4 m

Jvid plea

" jloraces 1 disgust of a womanly youth,
' .1+ in his epistle to Sollins the chase
.« unoble exercise, but as con-
st health and peace of mind.  His
el Secntlare was written in honor of
oarts,  Ovid, Pliny, Tacitus, and

. classic aunthors write in its favor.
- ) crvitle’s poein. The Chase,” will live
st he end of tine. -
" e fox is the most sazacious animal that
shes: he hus more sharpuess, shrewd-
<o and cunning than any other brute. A
told e that one night he heard
¢ket ia his hen-house, and going
da fox. who appeared to be dead.
{1 the body, and threw the carcass
he dogs, who snarled and fought
All thiz time the fox remained
wd convineed him that it was only
dead boty, and <o he let 1t lie, but found
. pextmorning that it had been playing
*aesut, and had had the nerve to sufier
.nd endure all this torture for its life.
\nother sportsman said that he had seen a
¢ % eounterivit death so mnaturally that a
lizhted paper passed acress his nose and

« failed to move a musele. How
‘ne the fox will run, or his exact
wed, are questions not easily an-
crered, A rted fox  was  once um-

warthed by Lord Fairfax, and run with
diferent relavs of bounds fifty iniles, and

o ot away, At Marsham, in England,
i+ ic reluted that a fox was unkennelled at 8
welock in the morning and was pushed
hurd until 3 in the evening, and be coursed
in that time sixty miles, breaking down all
the horses,  Old fox-hunters have told me
that o pack of hounds of fine strain bave-
known to run & mile in sixty seconds.
ptain Dan, MeCarts’s pet fox once ran
riv miles in four hours, completely using
hounds and the barses.
re are two kinds of Joxes—the gray
he yed. The fermer is a native of
Americas not o with the other. Colonel
T. B. Thorpe. a brilliant writer on these
suhipets, savs:

«The red fox is supposed to have been
pimported from  England to the Eastern
shore of Maryland, and to have emigrated
v Virginia on the ice in the severe winter
7, a1 which time the Chesapeake bay
was frozen over.  In 1739 the first red fox
that we have any record of was Killed in

iund.  In that year there had been 2
rod fuxes turned loose on Long Island,
The red fox drives the gray fox before him.
in writing the history of the red and gray
fox it would seem that they vary in strength
snd sagacity in ditferent sections. In Florida
the cray fox is almoest worthless for the

iz country it costs but little to Keep
pack of hounds: the price, of course va-
. but it is certain that the price is
crungely at wvariance  with  the horse.
Hounds have always been undervalued. A
oold hiunter freguently <ells for 1,000 gui-
eas, while o paek of hounds, on which
evirvthing depends, goes for a hundred;
vet Shakespeare himself appeared to know
« of u good hound, for in his intro-
a1 to the « Taming of the Shrew,” the
Sleman returning from  hunting  thus
waks of his hounds with pride to his

hounds.

1. 1T charge thee tender well mi" :
tgood;

ot not boy 3 how Siiver made
dge eorner at the coldest fault.
1w ot lose the dog for twenty pounds.

It was nearly a half century after the first
spoch of which I Lave written, and of the
zatlant eavaliers who followed the Fairfax
t~ but few survived; they lay buried
re they had fallen on scores of bloody
1] battle-worn and bullet-
searred lived to see the infant republic they
tad founded making rapid progress towards
weulth and power.  As the country changed
and ammigration flowed steadily the gen-
try insensibly adapted themselves to the
uew order of things. Many of the old
fustoms in vogue before the Revolution
were entirely done away with, The law of
primozeniture was abrogated and the splen-
did estates passed into other hands. The
poor people now  began to assert their
~overelznty, sud the old but still proud and
ity forwn of aristocracy was reeling

under the vigorous blows of young Demo-

tracy, who zained strength each moment,

Iawill burry on to the subject of the chase.

I'iere met one morning in January, 1815,

_Trln- hirgest “meet? ever held in Virginia.

!'wo hundred guests were present, many of

:h‘:u being ladies, who were invited to

“dar Grove. Great preparation bad been

wade for the reception of the many guests;

for not only wus there to be & grand ball,

VUt also the annuel *fox-hunt”” was to be

beld. Noted sportsmen from the whole

“tale had been invited, and were expected

0 eowe with their packs of hounds. The

seeneof the meet was at Cedar Grove, five

Mies from the former site of Belvoir, and

stuated on the Potomac. The mznsion was

bartly of brick and partly of wood—a wide,

joowy edifice of two stories, cowvering a

“rve spuee of ground. It had a sort of
t(_-"llr.-_'"urd_!runting the river, with roman-

It serpentine walks, all trellised, where the

"iZina ereeper und the honeysuckle
vontended for mastery. At intervals a
fustic  benck  was  placed, and i is
4 wonder thut every enamored
f,wam in the neighborhood "was anxious
e carry his Duicinea to visiz the hospitable
ff f}“’"- of Cuptain MecCarty; for it his suit
i ¢d with those romantic surroundings his
amee was Lopeless indecd.  Cedar Grove
{-qrfﬂ}. is nawe from an avenue of stately
-:;I.u' trées that bounded the park on two
oot T'he mansion was large and commo-
Al the wulls were of panelled wood,
With small windows seated in deep em-
;ii:?:tll'f‘s_; and the mantel was high, embel-
o ted with heavy mouldings that extended
hiﬂrm the cornice of the room. In one cor-
o stood 4 small triangular cupboard. and

i:};;mu: 1o it a clock equally as tall, with a
e lhf.%n peering above the dial-plate; then
th;Irl al!}(:r-!mtlonl{’{(l chairs, which sprawled
4 uar'hmdy legs like a high-Dutch sailor
'.I!] {oy ing the yard ; huge tabies with stately
\dizn t: au unearpeted floor, glittering with
%)u- ut spotless lustre, in token of csrelnl
Lmqﬁeempi“g' Around the walls, {n gro-
Domtees frumes, were banging time-worn.
foay Tuits, showing - aristoc ‘high-bred

ures through thickets of curls. = -

W i

ds.  Others

The festival'of the season lasted tofelnl"

days, and there was one dazziing, mingling
of light, diamonds, laughter, flowers, sway-
ing forms, and Qright eyes, that flashed and
sparkled like n scene in the opera. . But at
last, much to the regret of some, but to the
unfeigned joy of the hunting portion of
the party, the company left ;- and thosé who
came for the sake of the sport remained be-
hind. There were assembled here the bold-
est riders and noted sportsmen of the coun-
try. On the morning of the ¢ meet’ there
were some fifty gentlemen on the ground,
all well mounted and dressed in beautiful
hunting costumes. I will begin a sketch of
the noted characters by that of the host,
Captain Dan. MeCarty, who has left 2 name
and reputation -as a devoted lover of field
sports. Hec was a splendid-looking man, in
the prime of life, the handsomest of
hia time, with the figure of a Roman
atblete and the face of a sculptured
Greelan godj eyes brown, or hazel, that
could look Very tender, or equally
ficrce; a man whom the men swore by
and the women raved over. But the fast
life he was living had told on him ; his face
was marked by lines that told of reckless
passions and reckless purpose. Generous,
fearless, and utterly umcaring, such was
Dan. McCarty, the boldest rider and best
shot of the country round. The way he
won his wife was a real romance, though,
unlike most romances, it did not turn outas
the novels always do. He was running a
fox, and pressing bhim hard, Reynard actu-
ally took refuge in a mansion-house, whose
door stood invitingly open. The Captain
was never known to hold back when the
hounds led, and rushed for the door, when
he was suddenly contronted by a beautiful
«irl, as youthful as Hebe, “a young. bud-
ding maiden, fair, fresh, and sweet,”” with
her pet fox in her arms that he had been
chasing, and the gallant Captain got his
fox—and won a wife. This lady was en-
dowed with as much spirit as was ever
Bonny Iate, hut McCarty was no Pe-
truchio to tame his shrew, and like
other wise men he knocked under. He
used to remark in after years that ‘he had
in that chase caught more vixens than one.”
He was by inheritance a ¢hard goer,” as
the Irish eall a dashing hunter, being the
ereat grand-son of Daniel McCarty, presi-
dent of the House of Burgesses in 1715, who
bore the hereditary name of the ancient
lords of Desmond, and, according to Le-
land, caused the proverbial saying of **Go
to hel)l or Conumaught.” This gentleman
was the original of Thackeray’s ¢ Harry
Esmond.” All of his descendants followed
in his footsteps. Captain Dan. MeCarty,
with a buccanecering wife and a host of
friends, coolly determined to follow the
chase and the punch-bowl until he was, in
sporting parlance, ‘“run to ground.” We
may be sure that no finer julep was ever
made than that with which MecCarty
regaled his guests in his ancestral
beaker—a ¢ welcome cup ”’ or silver fla-
gon holding nearly a gallon. This cup had
three Dlack wooden handles attached; the
cup-bearer holding by one and the guest by
the other two, they drank alternately. The
Captain was always attended by his major-
domo, Uncle London, a stately old negro,
prouder than his master, with the exagge-
rated manners of the times. Uncle London
was always attired in his dark-green livery,
with bright silver buttons. The master and
glave were devotedly attached to each other,
and after the captain’s death old London
pined away and died of a broken heart.
Captain McCarty died a few years after the
meet, in the prime of life, over head and
ears in debt, his immense estate having been
spent in bis splendid cntertainments. His
brother, a grave and sedate member of Con-
gress, became his heir, and the echoes of
blowing horns, light laughter, and the stir-
ring tally ho! has never since been wafted
over that classic ground.

One of the most famous characters of the
assembled company was Parson Weems, a
man of much talent, but queer in his no-
tions and eccentric in his actions. The Par-
son loved two things better than preach-
mmg—hunting the fox and playing the
fiddle—not a Chesterfieldian accomplish-
ment certainly, but one the reverend doctor
of divinity excelled in, and nothing pleased
the bloods of the day better than to get his
Worship in 2 kindly humor by the aid of a
bottle of old port, and put his instrument
in his hands. He could play like Paganin,
and used to bring every. negro on the planta-
tion around the house to hear him. Parson
Weems was rising above the middle age,
with a red, pufiy face, twinkling eyes, and
a stout, portly form. Ilis coat was snufl-
colored, with embroidery; no frill of lace
peeped from his bosom; his nether limbs
were covered by thick woollen wear; and 2
pair of stout Wellington boots completed
the dress. The Parson was a welcome guest
evervwhere, His favorite tunes are rarely
heard mow: ¢ The Cruiskin Lawn,” and
that Dbeautiful old Celtic ballad, *“Far Be-
yond the Mountains.” In a livelier strain
hie would play the Scoteh reel ¢ Sally in the

Jarden,” ¢Carhm, is Your Daughter
Ready 7’ and other merceauz which could
often” be heard then in the long bouts that
frequented ¢ Washington’s Reteh.”

Sitting on a roan mare of great bone and
muscle was Miles Selden, from Westover,
on the James river. He wasan exceedingly
handsome man. I have seen his porirait
taken in his prime, and it is the most per-
fect countenance I ever beheld; full of
character and decision, one of those mobile
countenances that are haaghty, stern, or
tender as the occasion rises. The Seldens
of those times were a proud, clannish set,
prejudiced, high-strung, and honorable,
with a reckless dash and impulsiveness that
never counted the cost when their pride or
their honor was concerned. There, too,
mounted on the finest of horses, was Ned
Ambler, Phil. Sounthall, Captain Territt,
Nat. Hunter, John Fairfax, and William
Payne. Among this group was a celebrated
fox-hunter by the name of Buck Carter,
from Tidewater section, who fed, bred,
and run as staunch breeds of hounds
as any in the Old Domivion. On the
produce of a small plantation he brought
up frugally and creditably twelve sons
and six daughters, a stable of good hunt-
ers, and a kennel of true-strain fox-hounds.
His dress was a long drab hunting-coat, a
belt. and a fur cap on his head. Hewas a
jovial fellow, and could tell an anecdote
with wonderful eflect and power, and, like
« poor Yorick,” would keep the table in a
roar, so that his company was mueh sought
after, His whole hunting establishment,
though small, was kept in excellent order.
He was always up in the hunting season at
4 in the morning, mounted on pne of bis
perfectly-groomed horses, and at & he would
be on the field with his trained hounds. He
rode with judgment, and was the best hand
in the world to encourage the dogs or assist
them when at fault.

After the fatizues of the day, whence he
generally brought in a couple of brushes,
he would entertain his gueats with the best
the house afforded, and cement his welcome
with good old ¢ October home-brewed and
peach-and-honey’’ of his own rasing, and
his standing toast was always ¢ Horses and
Hounds.”
The most brillisnt figure in the group
was Pitt Chichester, Esquire, of Mount
Wellington, in Fairfax county. He'was the
best-known man in the Btate, with many
staunch friends and many bitter enemies. He
was o stylish fellow, with a face of as much
brillianey and delicacy as a woman— nd-
some, thoroughbred, nomnchalunt—with a
latent recklessness showlnﬁ under the im-
ressive calm of habit, He had soft, sleepy-
lue eyes, and an oval face on which neither
beard or moustache was allowed to grow;
the e was slight, bui active and muscu-
lar. - In fact, the fout ensemble was that of a
complete man of the world. He had spent
geveral years in Europe, was aroué of a
couple of London seaions, a tapageur of
doubtful Paris salops, und familiar with
every vice, “Any one would take him at|
firet sight for sn effeminate dandy, of too
Iazy and luxurious temperament to exert
‘himself except he pressure of
4 needs pmust wh
Blult_.w m. *h

'was tho
-even those ast-g:

fallible, . and Pitt was an; exception to.
the general rule. He was a _strange
bnomaly—a singular contradiction of good
and  bad qualities not “often” ‘seen in
Sny.-one  mMan;j - generous: as.:n. prince
at one time, ot others ‘as miserly as any
8hylock; kiud-hearted and bad-tempered,
sympathetic and :selfish, tender and: cruel;
staunch and false;~he was everything by
turns, and nothing.long. He moved in full
pace with his unc - impulses. - The
single thing he was constant in was, sport~
ing. He was a great ladies’ man, and.there
wasn’t a-belle in the county that ‘hadn’t

ing manner, and:Fra Diavolo -style made
him_everywhere successtul.” He was very
fond of playing practical jokes, and some of
them ‘Were unpardonable.” 116 once -ab-
stracted Parson Weems's bandana, wrapped
in it 8 pack of cards, and slyly slipped it
back into his pocket. Imagine his Rever-.
ence’s confusion when, in tbe midst
of an impassioned discourse,-he- pulled
out his handkerchief to wipe " his
heated brow, and the cards spread hke
astream over the pulpitand fell like autumn
leaves over the chancel. Heused to per-
form the most foolish ‘and desperate feats
out of mere bravado. Once, when return-
ing from a party, he leaped the Cedar Run
creck on his pet horse, jumping from one
high bank to another, when a misstep or a
stumble would have been certain death,
The next morning his friends found the dis-
tance to be twenty-seven Yeet.

Frolics of all kinds delighted him. He

mounting one, he persuaded his friends to
back the others, and away they wenton a
serub-race, the loser.to pay a dozen of Lis-
bon port. By a preconcerted plan Pitt
placed the wagon on a ground where there
was a deseent,with orders to cry “whoho!?”
at a given signal when he passed by. The
wagoner, heavily bribed, did so, and the
horses, remembermg the well-known tones,
and being, besides, balf-blown, stopped as
suddenly as if they were shot, and away
went the ridera high over their horses’
heads. Of course, Pitt won the wine and
had the laugh on his side—two things in the
\\I'Sr]r.l he would rather have than anything
else.

On the occasion of the “mect”’ he blazed
like a jewel among his more soberly-dressed
companions. His costume was got up by
himself in Paris, and surpgssed anything
ever seen in the Old Dominion. His hunt-
ing coat was of sky-blue, beautifully em-
broidered with silver threads and adorned
with gold buttons. He wore corduroy
breeches of spotless white, which were met
by a pair of Peel’s patent-leathers, on the
heels of which were spurs of solid silver,
with a diamond set in each rivet-head. His
saddle was of embossed Russian leather,
with holsters at the pieces. Had any one
else made this apparent display he would
have been laughed at, but all knew that be-
neath this dandified foppishness there was a
daring soul. His entry the day before at
Cedar Grove had created a great sensation.
He appeared in a chariot-phaeton, which
was a splendor in itself. It was of pur-
ple and gold, with his coat-of-arms
on each panel. The hubs were of solid sil-
ver, and the inside was elaborately finished.
This vehicle was drawn by four black
horses, ridden by two servants in livery.
On the box was the coachman, holding the
reins of these dainty thoroughbreds, whilst
the footmen swung bebind. Two outriders,
one before and one behind the chariot, com-
pleted this dashing turn-out. Such was Pitt
Chichester—a man you would like to have
withyou when riding with the hounds, or
at o dinner at Cash’s tavern. or as a second
for a duel at Johnnes’s cross-roads ; but not
a man with whom you would like to have a
horse trade or trust your sweetheart with.
Pitt was not married, as I remarked be-
fore. At this time, like Count Ferdinand,
he would give the fair sex all he had ex-
cept his name. He was of course well
mounted on an English barb, which he had
brought from England with him.

There wasa very elegantly gotten up gen-
tleman on the ground named Champ Con-
way. He was comparatively a young man,
and enormously wealthy. His costume con-
sisted of a hunting coat of deep red, with
mother-of-pearl buttons, white buckskin
pauts, and immaculate top-boots that were
polished until they shone like a mirror.
Mr. Conway was very tall, with a lithe and
sinewy figure, and his age was about thirty.
He had been educated in Germany, and was
noted for being the best fencer of his day.
He had been the principal in several affairs
of honor, one of which was ended in a very
eurtous manner, and in a way that proba-
bly no duel before or since was ever termi-
nated. He had received a challenge from
Major Randolph, of Fauquier, for some
real or fancied injury or affront, and of
course accepted it, and chose the favorite
small-sword as his weapon. The place of
mecting was a sweet piece of ground
for such work; just such a spot as
Sir Lueious O'Twigger would delight
in for such a purpose—being an open
glade in a forest. Attended by the seconds
and a surgeon, the parties met early one
morning, and after courteously saluting
each other fell back while their friends set~
tled the preliminaries. These were soon
finished, and placing the rapiers ia the
hands of the principals they were ordered
to set to. Both were accomplished swords-
men, and it must bave been a fine sight to
see those two gladiators, stripped to the
waist and in their bare feet, contending
pomnt to point, breast to breast, in that
silent forest glade, From the first Conway
acted on the defensive, and slowly backed
under the Major’s fierce onset. The keen
rapiers gleamed and flashed as they cut
through the morning air in the vicious
lunge or guarded parry. The seeonds
soon perceived that Conway was wind=
ing his antagonist, who was already breath-
ing hard, and they saw, too, that
as soon as he was out of breath
Conway would pink him in any spot
he chose. The end was near. A furious
rush of Bandolph’scaused the wilyswords-
man to retreat, parrying at the same time
the lunges of his foe; but as he was press-
ed baek hefelt a stinging sensation on his
ankle, and glancing down saw a copper-
head snake, coiled and in the act of sinking
his fangs into him for the second timec.
With a ery of horror he threw down his
sword and leaped sideways. The situation
was understood at a glance. In a twinkling
the sargeon had him on tha grass cuiting
away the flesh from the punctured spot and
dosing bim with whiskey, and none work-
ed over him more heartily than the man
who a moment before faced him in mortal
combat., This prompt treatment saved his
hfe, and, beyond a swelling of the limb, no
harm resulted. It was found out afterward

which accounted for its unusual boldness.
Mr. Conway never fought another duel af-
ter that.

There was Tatterson, a French dancing-
master, who taught the young Virginians
how to trip the fantastic toe. He was very

pular among the planters, was always

rimful of ‘good nature, vivacity, and mer-
riment, and his odd ways and broken Eng-
lish were a source of great amusement to
his friends. The Frenchman liked the
hunt, but was one of those unlucky riders
who always fall at the first ditch, Tatter-
son was & noble who left his céuntry when
Napoleon was crowned Emperos. He
been mixed up in some conspiracy, and
Fouche ordered him to leave France for-
ever, but on the restoration of the Bour-
bons he returned home and  resumed
his title. There were many other gentle-
men present whose names are.as house-
bold words to the people, but want of spaca
forbids me to. dilate. They were all good
and true men, who loved the chase better
than any other pastime in the world, and
they all followed the hounds as long as they.
‘eould sit on the saddle. The *‘meet’’ was
ended by a farewell dinner, snd a8 Captain
MoCarty

and fast-

& by

taken a shy at, and his handsomé face, dash- |

once took four horses out of a wagon, and |4

h t near the spo |
that the serpent bad & mest meny 1S B2 20d exquisite design. The wines were de- |

had | put me in mind,

Tiouios |5

itable master of Cedar Grove was never
happler. than when some thrég-score aristo-
cratic legs were stretched under his mahog-

any. -

§ f have before me a long letter written
from Cedar Grove at that time to a gentle-
man in Richmond giving him a full account
in glowing colors of thé gay doings there.
The writer was one whose name is known

with age; but the ‘handwriting is very legi-
ble, being large, clear, and plain, I am
kindly permitted to copy i& only suppress-
imft];e_nqme of the writer. I copy verbatim,
only siippressing the portions not patent to'
the subject : el
I wish, my dear Ran, that’¥ could give
you a faithful picture of the ‘events going
on here, and could tell you of §lie tine times,
jovial meeting, and good fellowship that
has gone hand in hand, but as you know my
owers as a scribe are limited, and never
eing a victim of the cathes scribendi, I
fear that it will be a futile effort; but as I
promised so will I do. i
5, The ‘mect’ was opened by alarge ball,
which of course you have heard of. I must
confess my lack of power to deseribe it.
Miss Lou. looked as queenly as the Pompa-

dour, head-dress and all. Your fiance
L] L ~ *

* » »

¢ Pitt Chicester was in his glory, and as-
tonished the natives by his splendid atfire.
I am sorry to say he drank too much Bur-
gundy, and tried to quarrel with Judge
Willis, but was stopped. By the way, your
friend -
* * ¥ * » =~

¥ L

¢ But-T will skip af nJump to the subject
which will interest you most. Know then,
oh my fidus Achates, that the *meet’ wasa

lorious one, and the last day’s chase the
finest run in the memory of man; and it
went away beyond that of Cash’s rI'm‘ern:n,
and left old Johnnes far in the shade.

¢« There were over fifty present, all of
whom you know—our same old crowd;
our friend Pitt was the ¢cock of the walk 5
as usual, and as for our host, he looked like
Paris on his Helenic raid.

¢“The ‘meet’ on the last day was very
brilliant and very large, the weather deli-
cious, and the ground just perfect. We
were soon on the ground, and then old Nat
let loose the dogs, and soon the cry came,.
¢« He’s stole away !’ Away we went in a
rattling spin, dashing straight through the
field to Colonel Carter’s wood, where the
old red evidently had its warren. The
hounds, some sixty or seventy couple, tore
on the scent like mad, and their sweet voices
echoed through the bright, cloudless, crisp,
cold air, making the heart beat high. The
first fence brought some hall dozen down,
but they had to take care of themselves.
The scent now lay hot in the spinney, and
the hounds raced breast high and kept to-
gether splendidly. We crossed the second
fence and left several behind, and then ina
steady gallop followed close to the dogs
through the fields across the rum, the game
old red keeping on, and showing no signs
of taking to the ground, but running as
straight as the crow flies, and we all got over
the meadow at a lively rate,

+ The steam was up by this time at full
pressure, for it was a burning scent, and
they followed hard with their heads up and
gterns down, running straight across hill
and dale, and we kept after them as best we
could; but as fences, ditches, and ugly stone
walls were thick around us, it required
good riding and good horses to keep up.
My own mare, I knew, would do her best,
and what that best was compared to the
others I would soon be able to find out. We
had crossed fully half a dozen fences, and
at each some came to grief, and none but
the crack riders could keep the hounds in
view. 'The devil take tbe hindmost was
the one mot d’ordre, for we were literally
racing, as Monsieur le Reynard now changed
his tactics, and struck for cover; but he
couldn’t shake the dogs from the trail, and
old Sancho kept at the head all the time, the
hounds pressing the fox so close that he
was run out of the cover, and again
took to the open, and was once again in
view, and the pack dashed at him, running
by sight, scarcely heeding the trail. Only
a half a dozen of the cracks were up now.
The Captain, our host, had taken the lead
at the start and still held it, though Pitt
Chichester and Buck Randolph were hold-
ing him close; behind was Champ Conway,
who was doing all heknew to catch up with
MeCarty. I was sparing my mare for the
final burst and didn’t press her., Miles Sel-
den was, I could see, doing the same thing.
The pace was a terrible strain to the horses,
as they labored on through the soft pasture
ground, sinking above the fetlocks at every
stride. More than half the riders broke
their horses down here, and it was as much
as the others could do to pull through. At
last we reached tbe solid ground, and fol-
lowed hard after them. We jumped
Owl’s creek, but as it was quite low
all got over safely except Page, who
was pitched Mto the middle, and scrambled
out in a pitiable condition. 'We had been
running nearly an hour, generally in a
straizht line and without a single check,
and we all knew thatthe end must soon
come, for neither horses, hounds. or fox
could stand the awlul pace we were now
going; so we spurred up our horses for a
final rush, It soon eame. Over across a
field to the woods, where a worm-fence ran,
separating the field from a forest of heavy
oak timber, we were right behind the dogs,
and they were right behind the fox. It was
a glorious moment. We all put_our horses
to the jump. Pitt Chichester was the first
over, his English barb clearing it beauti-
fully. I was right behind him in a neat
leap, but I lost my hat. Champ Conway was
almost up to me, and beside him, neck and
neck, was Miles Selden. Captain MeCarty
had ridden to the right and took the
jump, and‘that threw him a little behind
us. The rest hadn’t crossed. Pitt had to
pull up to prevent him from running over
the dogs, and I shot a little ahead of him,
The fox was about six feet in front of the
pack,-and just laying his length along the
ground, and doing his best to get away, but
it was all in vain. The dogs caught him,
and as they did so Captain MeCarty, Pitt,
and myscli being ahead, threw ourselves
from our horses right in the midst of the
snarling, yelling pack, and it was my good
luck to pull the mangled fox from the
Lhounds and hold it up; and I must say that
it was the proudest moment of my life when
I gained that old red’s brush after sucha
splendidrun. ; * "% Aok Sew D E

« We wound up with a farewell dinner of
gixteen courses, and it went ahead of all
other meals I ever sat down to. The room
was ablaze with the soft, bright light of the
wax candles, and the immense hickory fire
that glittered on the dazzling English flint

lnss and Sevres porcelain of high finish

licious, the menu perfect, and we enjoyed it.
as only a tired fox-hunter and gourmands

and a3 for our host; he presided in his own
inimitable way. Though report says he is
married to a Xantippe, yet shc must be a
devilish clever housekeeper.

¢« When the wine came the bottle passed
briskly, for all those assembled there were
like hionest old Jack Falstaff, and liked good
sack. Lord! Lord! how the Erape- did
flow; fine Madeira, pure Burgundy, choice
Port, in unlimited profusion; and all this
my dear Ran., that I
haven’t g"ot.' over my headache yet, and 80
will conclude my len?.by epistle, :
¢« With much love I remain your friend
and Fidus Achates, S
*So ends my chronicle. Those times—so
full of easy enjoyment and_careless, happy
lives to one class of Virginians—will never
come again,” The roof-tree has sunk and.
moulders on the wally the once fertile fields
are now pine forests, md_;:eqnaqﬂy;poth@u(s_
but ‘a grass-grown pile marks the -gite’
where o once stately manaion

d, tottering manslons erumbling to
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the ancient’ Dominion, and. his snotes: have boen of
materinl assistance tome, _.h'.‘;‘A.-H.“_

LOGAL MATTERS. '
" (FOVERNOR: | WALKER’S - APPOINTMENTS.—
Hon. Gilbert -C. Walker will address the
people of the Third congressional district
at the following places on the days men-
tioned, and will be accompanied by promi-
nent speakers: - e '
Forks of the Road, Tuckahoe township. -
19th of October—Thursday : Richmond.
21st of October—Saturday : City of Man-
chester, s T
21st of - Ogtober—Saturday : Midlothian,
Chesterfield. e Aoty
23d of October—Monday : Ashland, Han-
over.
24th of October—Tuesday : Whi
g _ y ite’s‘ store,
25th of October—Wednesday: Matoaca,
Chesterfield. ? . ey
26th. of October—Thursday : - Bumpass
Btation, Louisa. :
%o;-gm%:r—l’rid& : Richmond._
of October—Saturday.: Bell’s.Cross-
Roads, Louisa, ~ { IR AT Sam
-2d of November—Thursday : Richmond.
-3d of November—Friday: Cold Harbor,
Hanover. * .
4th of November—Saturday : Reedy Mills,
Caroline.
= 6th of November—Monday : Sparta, Caro-
ine.

ACCIDENT ON THE DANVILLE RoAD.—On
Saturday morning a collison occurred on
the Danville railroad four miles south of this
city between a coal train and a freight train.
The fireman of one of the trains jumped
from his engine and broke his leg. He was
also slightly injured a short time ago by the
accident at Mattoax. The two engines were
considerably injured, and the mail train de-
layed by the accident about two hours.

PERSONAL,—Dr. C. Benni, of Russian
Poland, a gentleman much interested in the
American publie-school system, visited Dy.
Ruffner’s office Saturday. .

The Governor appointed on Saturday J.
8. Taylor flour inspectar for the city of
Alexandria.

Governor Walker has received a letter
from the Hon. Abram Hewitt, chairman of
the Democratic National Executive Com-
mittee, urging him to come North to take
part in the campaigns in New York, New
Jersey, and Connecticut,

Colonel Bernard Peyton, clerk of the
West Virginia House of Delegates, and
well-known te our people in connection
with the White Sulphur Springs manage-
n;::nt, is now on a visit to friends in this
city.

Judge Thomas C. Green, who was elected
judge of the Court of Appeals of West Vir-
ginia on Tuesday, was the agent for the tax-
in-kind for Virginia, and resided in Rich-
mond during the last years ef the war. He
is a citizen of Jefferson county, an able law-
yer, and is the brother of the distinguished
lawyer William Green, Esq., of this city.

Mr. Oliver J. Schooleraft and lady have
returned to the city.

REV. DR. BROWN’S SERMON ON SATURDAY.
Rev. Dr. Brown, of Indiaca, on Saturday
‘morning delivered a very eloquent and ac-
ceptable sermon to a large congregation, at
the Eleventh-Street synagogue. Many mem-
bers of Christian churches were present.
Allof them were well pleased. While de-
voutly religious, the Doctor stands upon a
broad and liberal platform, although the
platform was of Jewish timbers. His sub-
ject was ¢ The Ethics of Religion,” based
upon Jacob’s dream, and the thought that
ladders are erected by the side of each mor-
tal to send up his angels. The Doctor said
there was a mistake apparently in the Bible
saying, * and the angels of heaven ascended
and descended.” He rather thought. it
should be ¢ descended and ascended?”;
for the angels must first come down
ere they can go up. Dr. Brown
maintained that no angel ever ascended to
heaven unless it was begotten by some
noble man or woman on earth, for the Tal-
mud says, “ Every good deed performed by
man becomes an angel.”’” These angels are
8o easily created. A smile is an angel of af-
fection; a sigh an angel of sympathy. A
tear is an angel of consolation. Give me a
smile, and it will make me happy, &c. The
germon lasted over an hour, and was re-
plete with striking thoughts, beautiful illus-
trations, and strong arguments.

The Doctor- lectured last Wednesday on
the Talmud. 1In accordance with a call of
some of our best citizens, it was to be re=
peated yesterday (Sunday) evening for the
benefit of the Savannah sufferers.

ReTal. MARgETS.—The following were
the retail market prices on Saturday :

Aeats.—Roast beef, choice, 164c.; beel-
gteak, choice, 164c.; veal cutlet and roast,
194 to 16%c.; lamb or mutton, 12§ to 16ic.;
pork, 15¢.; ii\rer, 10c. ; tripe, 10c. ; shin for
soup, 10 to 25¢., whether of beef or veal.

Fish.—The fish market is dull, with the
following prices: Spots, 25c. per bunch,
eight to ten on the bunch; sheephead, none
in market; crabs, 40c. per dozen, and scarce
at that; sturgeon, 8 to 10c. per pound,

very scarce.
Vegetables.—Irish potatoes, Gc. per quart,
156 to 925c. per half peck; tomatoes

gearce and high—cooking, 8c. per quart,
35c. per hali peck;* corm, 15 to 25c.
per dozen; sweet potatoes, 5 to 7c. per
quart, 12c. per half peck, 20 to 25¢.
per peck—uniform rate all over the market ;
yams, 5c, per quart, 10c. per half peck;
butterbeans, 12¢. per quart; blackeye peas,
8¢. per quart; cabbage, 5 to 25c. per head;
pickling cucumbers, 40c. per peck; tur-
nips, 5¢. per bunch.

Fruit.—Apples, cooking, 5¢. per quart;
12c. per half peck; eating-apples, 8c. per
quart; 25c. per half peck; grapes, 10c. per
pouné, or three pounds for 25c.; pears—
cooking, 25¢. per half peck; eating, from
35 to 60c. per half peck.

Fowls, dc.—Chickens, 25 to 35c. each;
or three for $1; best, 80c. per pair; ducks,
35 to45c. each, or 60 to 75c. per pair; eggs,
25¢. per dozen; butter, cooking, 20 to 80c.
per pound, No. 1 country scarce at 35¢.;
milk, 8 to 10c. per quart, 80 to 40c. per gal-
}on_; buttermilk, 5e. per quart, 15¢c. per gal-
on. -

HuMorous READINGS AT TrRINITY CHURCH
To-Ni1gHT.—A rare opportunity to enjoya
hearty laugh, as well as_ to ' be protit~
ably entertained, will be presented by tbe
readings of Professor J. Willotghby Reade,
of England, in the lecture-room of this
cbureh, to-night. The "readings will ein-
brace selections from Dickens, Tennyson,
Hood, Mark Twain, and others, and will be
instructive as well as amusing, at the same
time strictly in keeping with the character
ol the place. The object will commend
itself to every one, being for the benefit of
Uncre 8aw’s Treasvry.—The following
were the United States internal revenue re-

' 877.83: Tuesday, $9,077.83; Wed-
gm ?f.’ §11,867.88 5 Thg};d@_. $10,080.99;
Friday, $14,910.74; Saturday, $10.
Total, $65,775.18. =~ s
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A DISQUISTTION ON #HE STUDY oOF ¥ |dimilar
MALE ATTIRE-A QUESTION FOR THE|F ¥
COUNTRY TO CONSIDER—SHALL BUSTLES | yucq

‘DRAWN OUT THE PRESENT STYLES-HOW.
« THEY HANG THE DRAPERY ABOUT THEM— |
““AN' EFFORT TO INTRODUCE SWALLOW-|  There seen
TAILED BASQUES—FIGURED G00ODS—MIL- | fancies which obtain
LINERY AND VARIOUS PIXINGS. =
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The near approueh of Pair wesk—always | the semboomscal O < Tyrollenne
a season of gaiety in’Richriiond—warns our | with t} e anug br
lady friends, who haveso far- resisted the{{his in" the confee
! preparationis v anilled ®ilE “twith
short, and should be improved 8o far as ﬁ b b
means at their command these hard’ times
their - happiness| that -they should
have very costlyfabrics with whick to adorn

‘but. it
sgzitlguno'wffl}itegudté%;oiqregerumed.
a'sigh over ““a’love of ‘a bonnet,”’ or dreamt ilk: artisti
|ot “a delighital dress,” gﬁ& thonad)] oty it

] ny.-tears and lostcountless | ter of pale blush 8
nights sleep dreaming of sparkling eyes, st,i-énm’eprgl‘gf’i\"hité_ﬁﬂ
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coral lips, ~ cheeks, etc,,

is, however, absolutely necessary to
bow to

Thereis nothing in the world that pleases
a newspaper man better than to give advice
e thinks) he knows
s e s Jatibade o fie 60 of poliies;
imes lose Lis latitude on the sea of polities; ‘erowil s ar
e oo pharpkpe b e M e el e e
tricate mazes of court proceedings; now |g forsade,
and then he winds himsell up in the agoni- | the top two nodding mulberry-colores
zing details of a murder or suicide; but | trich tips; at the back fong drides
1\:Ivhen he goes &o tzlll the hgiga what to buy,
ow to cut and make it, and how to wear it— | open rosebud of the same color and foif
ah! then hefeclasafe] Heknows that he i with & e
18 travelling a plain path where he can’t well and ioside s slficruchs a_gt. : ﬁ"‘
slip up._n J};t anyirnte. ia lllia doesi l:e\ﬂr other
men will know it;.and il he falls, he falls | 1y tall, ro
into the—hands of the ladies, andto their | turban e A e e
tender mercies heroically submits himsell. | with myrﬂe-green.ve]’ret,-‘lstﬂmmbdﬁﬁ
The Bugﬁstmns here' following are the |the fronmt with a. bandeaw of ;peacoe
_ thought and severe | feathers, and at the back &
study, combined with a judicious use of | of rich green ribbon, set with a bt
Jatest northern magazines, a pair of scis- i8¢

Following the fashions of the last several | strikina
geasons, a c%mbinatian of fabrics will gene- :nd egempﬁg ts.ot
rally be employed in the -manufacture of
dresses; almost every one on.display in the
openings at reliable houses presenting differ- ;
ent fabries in thearrangement of the diffrent | morning at 12 o’clock at Mr,
portions now needed to the completion of a i
Visiting-, promenade-,
and evening-dresses are most generall
with an overskirt, or appliances to the effect
of the overskirt, and more frequently we
find the appliances simulating the overskirt
attached to the skirt than separate from it—
separate overdresses appearing oltener
the polonaise.

gunt fabrics, is- usually laid in large loose
crosswise plaits, to give the effect of great
depth and artistic draping, while in some
imported dresses the tablier is deep, square,
and falls perfectly smooth; and again we
see it noteched or slashed in the centre, or

nally, and left unclosed to the depth of
eight or teninches. Some dresses are shown
with very little fullness, some with elaborate
drapery and finishing, and some with the
train laid in two large box-pleats, folded so
as to lie in place their entire depth, with
garlands of roses, buds, and
foliage, laid Detween and on each side of the

SHALJ, BUSTLES BE BANISHED?

In nearly all the styles attenuation in the
zeneral effect is not forgotten, the front ap-
pearing perfectly plain and smooth, the
skirt clinging to the figure as low as and be
low the knees, and the train longer or
shorter, as the purpose of the robe may
make necessary, with all the fullness thrown
out by a fournure that slopes very
{from the waist but springs out
the bottom. We are constantly told that in
Paris bustles are among the things of the
past, and yet the need of them to support
the drapery of the backs of dresses seems
so obvious that it amounts to almost an im-
possibility.to banish them from the ward-

The extreme French fashion is, te have
the back of the overskirt almost as plain as
the front; but this has not yct become po-
pular here, and instead the slight Jooping of
the over:kirt is placed very low down on
while others are in large perpen-
ats that lie almost flat on the
The Boiteuse fushion of hay-
ing the sides arranged differently is more
liked than ever. -A new design- of this sort
has folds beginning high on the right side
under long-looped bows, crossing diago-
nally to the left foot, and trimmed straight uP
the first seam on- that side from foot to belt
the fullness then
to the middle
of the back, where it is buttoned over the
pleated traiun of the lower skirt. A pleated
overskirt of this kind is always made in
one with the skirt beneath it. In French
dresses it is often made of wool, with a silk
skirt beneath that is entirely coneealed. and
as there is nc]hkﬂol:ving drapery %) be blfi;wn
aside, the  silk skirt 18 never shown.  Itor
this reason cambric lower skirts arc being | Detie forten sty s by 8-
used with silk and wool flounces and a woo.
overdress. - This i3 o justifiable piece of
economy, and not a sham, as there is no pre-
tense of having two aklrt.ué cl:;: merely one

sing around the figure
i;:lpa;nbgve the edge of the basque—if there
used on elaborate
costumes for the street, and on princess
house dresses. There are’ many polonaises
without drapery, but these look as plain as
an Ulster or.a casaque, and the pre
here is for those that are sloped plain for
half a yard or even more_below the waist,
and then draped and folded in shawl shape,

or with lapped” ends caught up
o pleated
irregular looping stiil

There is an effort to introduce swallow-
bas?mwnhtbelong, narrow ends lost
in the intricacies of the two lower skirts,
but these do not seem to meet with favor, | o
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